
A new learning agenda for the realization of SDG 4 in MENA

The Life Skills and Citizenship Education (LSCE) Initiative 
has advanced at country level through national consultations and  
in-depth mappings undertaken in most of the MENA countries. LSCE is 
about reimagining what we learn and how we learn, and promoting open 
learning systems that put life skills at the core of the 21st century learning agenda 
at all levels. This requires reform of learning contents and teaching methods, curriculum, delivery 
and assessment systems, as well as the institutional environment in which learning takes place.

Engagement with this agenda may be approached from a different angle in different 
countries, depending on where the country is, and what provides a good entry point to push 
for the larger LSCE agenda.

In the case of Egypt, the entry point for engagement on the LSCE agenda has been the reform 
of the education curriculum for general education (pre-school to secondary education) that the 
government embarked on in 2017.
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With over 21 million students enrolled in pre-university education, consisting of pre-primary, primary and 
secondary education, the Egyptian education system is by far the biggest in the Middle East and North 
Africa. While great progress has been made to increase access to education and to ensure gender equality in 
education, the most vulnerable children from poor families and remote areas are still out of school. Further, there 
is a mismatch between what is learned in school and the skills needed to find decent jobs or 
engage positively in the development of the country.

More than half of Egypt’s population of 89 million* are below the age of 25. With over 36 million (41%) 
below the age of 19, Egypt is facing big challenges in terms of educating its youth for the future.

In August 2017, the new Minister of Education, Dr. Tarek Shawky, announced a full education sector 
transformation that puts students at the heart of the learning process. With a vision to ensure quality and 
relevant education for all Egyptian children and youth, the ministry introduced two parallel streams of reform: 
to make incremental, targeted improvements to the current system (Education 1.0), and to modernize Egypt’s 
education system through major bold interventions (Education 2.0). 

Education 2.0 promotes a vision of ‘learning, thinking, innovating’, where education is the means to create 
passionate and curious learners, open-minded communicators, and creative innovators to compete in national 
and international markets, and to contribute to creating a ‘learning society’ as well as the economic and social 
development in Egypt. 

Reforming Education in Egypt

Scaling up the LSCE Initiative: Education 2.0  
and the national focus on 21st century skills

The Egypt’s vision toward cultivating skills for the 21st century under the 
new education transformation plan provided the entry point for scaling 
up the LSCE Initiative at country level.  Building on the LSCE new 
learning agenda on what to learn (life skills) and how to learn (i.e. open 
learning systems), UNICEF has engaged with the Ministry of Education 
and national stakeholders to mainstream LSCE within the national 
curriculum reform process. The graph below shows key moments of 
engagement since October 2017.

Launch of LSCE Conceptual and Programmatic 
Framework and beginning of UNICEF Consultation 
meetings with the Ministry of Education

Oct 2017

Mar 2018

Curriculum Frameworks 
(Pre School and G1) are 
finalized and approved

Digital content framework 
consultation

Revision of curriculumm 
frameworks Assessment for  
Pre School and Primary 1

* Based on 2015 data. World Bank’s latest report (2018) estimates the current population at 96 million.



As a result of extensive upstream engagement 
within the framework of the Education 2.0, a 
new curriculum framework has been developed 
mainstreaming the twelve core life skills 
identified by the LSCE initiative, in addition to 
‘accountability’ and ‘productivity.’ 

Starting with the early grades in 2017-2019, 
the new curriculum is being gradually rolled out 
up to upper secondary education. By 2030, 
Education 2.0 will be the only operating 
education system in Egypt. The  
pre-school/Grade 1 curriculum framework was 
approved in late-March 2018, and presented 
to the Parliament in April 2018, reflected major 
shifts as per table below:

A detailed roadmap was developed in 
partnership with the International Center for 
Pedagogical Studies (CIEP) to provide technical 
support to the Ministry of Education in the 
following areas:

• Defining the learning objectives for KG1-2 and Grade 1, articulating the core life skills adopted in 
the national curriculum framework;

• Development of learning content and enhancement of teaching/learning materials, 
including textbook design for KG1-2 and Grade 1, with emphasis on digital content and technology-
supported teaching and learning;

• Development of the national teacher training framework based on the new curriculum.

Focus on Knowledge

Surface learning

Traditional learning

Separate subjects

Theoretacal learning

Paper based  
learning materials

Examinations

Digital and paper based  
learning material

Continuous assessment

Focus on life skills

Deep learning

Project-based learning

Different specializations

Engaging students with  
learning relevant to their life
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Preliminary results and Lessons Learned

Solid achievements were made in strengthening the capacity of the Center of Curriculum and Instructional 
Materials Development (CCIMD) in integrating life skills across subject areas and identifying associated learning 
outcomes. Life skills-oriented pedagogical approaches as well as assessments methods and tools were also 
introduced building on. 

While the reform process is still ongoing few lessons could be drawn to inform similar processes in other countries: 

• The consultative and upstream engagement adopted as part of the LSCE Initiative has proved 
effective in capturing sensitive issues, agreeing on definitions and adapting to social and cultural contexts 
of Egypt;

• The technical support provided by international and national experts showed the need for adopting a 
country specific focus relying on Arabic-speaking curriculum engineers;

• The rolling out of the curriculum reform requires a phased approach with the adoption of large-scale 
and innovative teacher development programmes;

• Transformation of classroom teaching and learning practices requires a comprehensive and holistic 
approach including the changing of contents, assessment methods as well as competency frameworks 
of teachers and teacher training programmes;  

• Resistance at community level among teachers and parents needs to be factored from the onset and 
addressed through participatory awareness and communication campaigns to avoid a 
backlash on the new curriculum;  

Building on the experiences and lessons learnt of the early grade curriculum development, and mainstreaming 
the core life skills, UNICEF will continue supporting the Ministry of Educations vision to gradually transform the 
education system from pre-primary up to secondary education till 2030 through:

• Support to the Ministry of Education in the integration of the core life skills in older grades, starting with 
Grade 2 and 3 by end of 2018. 

• Examining means to fill the expected skills gap between the graduates of the old education system 
(Education 1.0) and the graduates of Education 2.0. and investigates possibilities to develop extra-
curricular programs that introduces the LSCE in the old education system. 


